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Medi SILENCE IS NOT GOLDEN
€ A QUARTER MILLION INDEPENDENT RECORDING ARTISTS SILENCED
Release MP3.COM TO GO DARK ON DECEMBER 2ND
40 MILLION SUBSCRIBERS STRANDED
- San Diego, CA—Over 250,000 independent recording artists will be aban-
SOMEROTY TOMIGHT doned next week when MP3.com goes dark on December 2. MP3.com was acquired

ten days ago by San Francisco based C-Net. The company has announced it will scrub

MP3.com’s servers of all content at midnight next Tuesday. The move will strand some

40 million MP3.com subscribers worldwide.
MP3.com made its mark as “the world’s largest internet music community.”
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regarded as the largest internet
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system in the world.

“It’s been a powerful force,” says Johnny Jolin, lead singer for The Front
Porch Country Band. He should know. With a million plays, his band became the
most listened-to country recording artist in the world over the last 15 months on the
With over a million plays, The ~ giant internet system. “MP3.com enabled our music to compete on a level playing field

Front Porch Country Band became
the most listened-to country  yith the world’s greatest country legends.”

recording artists in the world.
His band has seen a dozen of their original songs climb to Number
One in the world on the MP3.com charts, where 1.6 million songs compete

for chart position every day in overnight rankings. That international exposure brought

The Front Porch Country Band to the attention of Tue US-CHINA Founpartion last
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Nickel Creek and Alison Krauss & Union Station also currently offer music on their
MEdia official MP3.com sites.

Release MP3.com was the brain-child of Michael Robertson, who launched the com-
pany in 1997. Featuring a blend of major and independent artists, the site quickly took
off. By 2000, MP3.com had amassed 40 million subscribers — featuring 1.6 million
songs by over 250,000 recording artists available to music listeners worldwide. In
2001, the company was sold to global media giant Vivendi Universal. Vivendi sold the
company to C-Net on November 14th.

But next week, the system goes dark. Where will those 250,000 recording

artists and 40 million music subscribers head next?

MP3.com features a blend of ~ For additional information, please contact:
major and independent artists.

Offering its 40 million subscrib- — Michael Mazur or Debbie Sellnow
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